Lantern-Bearers
Dutch or German. That Ms plan was foiled
was not due to any foresight on the part of the
British Government. Political partizanship
in England blundered, as usual, and but for
John Mackenzie, the statesman-missionary, the
deep-laid schemes of German and Boer would
have matured. But Mackenzie, by his blazing
sincerity and his powerful intervention, saved
the situation, in the face of blind politicians and
a partizan press. Others got the credit for it,
and were hailed as Empire Makers, but it was
Mackenzie who stood in the breach. On his
return from visiting Sechele, Khama persuaded
Ms father to invite missionaries to settle amongst
the Bamangwato, and the idea appealed to
Sekhome's amour propre. Why should he not
show that he was equal to other cMef s, by having
schools in Ms kraal ? Accordingly, in 1858, Mr.
Schulenburg arrived, and to Mm belongs the
distinction of having baptised Khama and Ms
brother Khamane. He formed a Christian
Church, but prematurely, and of such materials
that the foundations had to be relaid some yeaxs
later. Owing to some misunderstanding between
the Directors of the Hermaosburg Society and its
agents in Bechuanaland, financial help was for
a time cut off, and the German missionaries
were compelled to resort to trading with the
natives for support. It was reported that the
station at Shoshong had been abandoned, where-
upon the L.M.S., yielding to repeated advice
from Moffat and Mackenzie, decided to occupy
Shoshong as a centre for the work amongst the
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